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Seminar Overview

ωOverview of the NCAA.

ωWhy the NCAA Eligibility Center?

ω Initial-Eligibility Information.

ωHow Can You Help?

ωCore Courses.

ω Amateurism.

ωCredit Recovery and Online Coursework.

ωQuestions?



Quick Overview of the NCAA



Quick Overview
Organization of the NCAA

Å Division I

o Highest level of intercollegiate athletics.

o Typically large student-body size.

o Athletics grants-in-aid available.

Å Division II

o Small to medium-sized schools, smaller athletics budgets.

o Athletics grants-in-aid available.

Å Division III

o Largest of the three divisions, typically small student body.

o Athletics grants-in-aid not available, generally students participate 

for the love of the sport.



Why the Eligibility Center?



Why the Eligibility Center?

Initial-Eligibility Certification Under One Roof
ω Initial-eligibility certification.

o Academic; and

o Amateurism.

ω Core-course review.

ω High school review.

ω Client relations.

ω National Letter of Intent.



What Does the Eligibility Center Do?
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Eligibility Center Responsibilities
The Eligibility Center is responsible for determining the eligibility of 
every college-bound student-athlete in NCAA Divisions I and II from 
the following perspectives:

Å Academic Certification.
o Does the college-bound student-athlete meet the legislated 

minimum academic requirements?

Å Amateurism Certification.
o Has the college-bound student-athlete maintained  his or her 

amateur status?



Initial-Eligibility Overview
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Initial-Eligibility Overview: Academics

ÅAcademicinitial-eligibility requirements are 
different for each of the three divisions.  

ÅIt is possible for a college-bound student-athlete to 
be eligible in one division and not another.
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Initial-Eligibility Overview: Academics

NCAA Division I Academic Requirements

ÅIn order to compete as a freshman, a student-athlete must:

o Graduate from high school;
o Earn a minimum required grade-point average (GPA) in 

a prescribed distribution of 16 approved core courses; 
and

o Earn a combined SAT or ACT sum score that matches 
the core-ŎƻǳǊǎŜ Dt! όǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άǎƭƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŎŀƭŜέ on the 
NCAA Freshman-Eligibility Standards Quick Reference 
Sheet).
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Initial-Eligibility Overview: Academics
NCAA Division II Academic Requirements

Å In order to compete as a freshman, a student-athlete must:
o Graduate from high school;
o Earn at least a 2.000GPA in a prescribed distribution of 14 

core courses; and
o Earn a combined SAT score of at least 820(critical reading + 

math) or an ACT sum score of at least 68.
Å No sliding scale for Division II.

* Beginning August 1, 2013, students planning to attend an NCAA Division II 
institution will be required to complete 16 core courses.
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Initial-Eligibility Overview: Academics

NCAA Division III Academic Requirements

ωUnlike Divisions I and II, there is no uniform set of eligibility 
requirements for Division III schools.  

ωEligibility for admission, financial aid, practice and competition is 
determined by institutional regulations.  
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Initial-Eligibility Overview: Academics

Division I
16 Core Courses
ω4 years English

ω3 years math (Algebra I or higher)

ω2 years natural/physical science (1 
year of lab if offered by high school)

ω1 year additional English, math or 
natural/physical science

ω2 years social science

ω4 years additional courses (from any 
area above, foreign language or 
nondoctrinal religion/philosophy)

Division II
14 Core Courses
ω3 years English
ω2 years math (Algebra I or higher)
ω2 years natural/physical science ( 1 

year of lab if offered by high school)
ω2 years additional English, math or 

natural/physical science
ω3 years 2013 and after

ω2 years social science
ω3 years additional courses (from any 

area above, foreign language or 
nondoctrinal religion/philosophy)
ω4 years 2013 and after



Core Courses
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What is a Core Course?

Å Qualifies for high school graduation in one or more of the 
following: English, mathematics, natural or physical science, 
social science, foreign language or nondoctrinal religion or 
philosophy;

Å Is considered academic, four-year college preparatory;

Å Is taught at or above the high school's regular academic level;

Å For mathematics courses, is at the level of Algebra I or a higher 
level mathematics course; and

Å Is taught by a qualified instructor as defined by the appropriate 
academic authority.
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Definition of a Core Course

Å This legislation provides that these courses are academic and 
college-preparatory courses to enable those students to better 
meet the considerable rigors of college-level academicsand the 
significant time demands of athletics participation.
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Eighth Grade Courses

ÅNCAA legislation prohibits the use of eighth grade courses; 
however, high school coursestaught in the eighth grade may be 
acceptable. 

These courses:

o Must receive graduation credit;

o Must be on high school transcript with grade and credit; and

o MustōŜ ƻƴ b/!!Ωǎ [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ /ƻǊŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ
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Examples of Policy Denial
ÅYearbook

ÅArithmetic

ÅComputer Applications

Å5ǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ

ÅFoods

ÅHome Economics

ÅKeyboarding

ÅMusic Theory

ÅPhotography

ÅSculpture

ÅTaxidermy

ÅVideo Production
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New Legislation

Å Early academic certification process.

o Final certification to academically qualified students 
following six semesters of coursework.

Å Core-course time limitation.

o Students must complete required coursework in eight 
semesters.
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Initial-Eligibility Overview
Early Academic Certification
ÅStudents who meet the following criteria after six semesterswill be certified as 

qualifiers:
o Minimum SAT (math and critical reading) of 1000 or minimum sum score of 85 on 

the ACT; 
o For Division I:  Core-course GPA of 3.0 or higher in a minimum of 13 core courses:

Å3 English;
Å2 Math;
Å2 Science; and
Å6 additional core courses in any area.

o For Division II:  Core-course GPA of 3.0 or higher in a minimum of 12 core 
courses:
Å3 English;
Å2 Math;
Å2 Science; and
Å5 additional core courses in any area.
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Core-Course Time Limitation

Division I Only

Å If students do not graduate "on time" in eight semesters, any 
core courses taken after the eighth semester will not be 
counted toward  NCAA academic-eligibility requirements.

o ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ άƻƴ ǘƛƳŜέ ƳŜŀƴΚ

o Plus-one option.
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Courses for Students with 
Education-Impacting Disabilities

Å Course must be qualitatively and quantitatively the same as a 
course in the mainstream curriculum.

o For example, Resource Room English 9 must be comparable 
to English 9.

Å Course must be exclusively for students with documented 
education-impacting disabilities.
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Initial-Eligibility Waiver Process

ÅThis process exists for students who have had unfortunate 
circumstances occur that prevented them from successfully 
completing the Division I or II initial-eligibility requirements. 



How Can You Help?
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How Can You Help?

ωaŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ b/!! [ƛǎǘ ƻŦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ /ƻǊŜ /ƻǳǊǎŜǎ 

is accurate and up to date.

ω¢ƘŜ 9ƭƛƎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 

registrants.  That list is a helpful tool for knowing which 

transcripts to send.

ω Send official transcripts for your registered student-athletes 

at the end of the sixth semester (junior year) and eighth 

semester (graduation from high school).

ω Assisting student-athletes with the fee waiver process.
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ÅHelp students obtain resources on the NCAA initial-eligibility 
requirements.

ÅHelp students map out their academic track for college 
admission.  Students enrolled in a college-prep curriculum will 
be better positioned to meet NCAA requirements.  

ÅEmpower students to understand how to calculate their core-
course GPA.

Great Tips to Share with Your Guidance 
Counselors and Your Coaching Staff
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Great Tips to Share with Your Guidance 
Counselors and Your Coaching Staff

ÅUse the registration/grad list on the Eligibility Center Web site as a 
guide to sending transcripts.

ÅHelp students identify colleges that fit their criteria (e.g., 
academics, size, distance from home, location, etc.). 

Å!ǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ άōǊƻƪŜƴ-ƭŜƎ ǘŜǎǘέ ōȅ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
happy if athletics could not be factored into the equation.

ÅEmphasize the importance of academic performance at every 
step of the student-ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ςgrade nine 
counts!!!  

Å¦ǎŜ ά¢ƘŜ DǳƛŘŜέ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ
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Credit Recovery and 
Online Coursework

ÅWhat are your schools doing for credit recovery?

ÅAre your schools using online education?


